CITY OF JOHNSONVILLE
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
JOHNSONVILLE COUNCIL CHAMBERS-111 W. BROADWAY STREET
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND, 2015 6:30 P.M.


The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dukes at 6:30 PM.

The invocation was given by Dale Strickland.

The Pledge of Allegiance was given to the flag.

Council members present: Johnny Hanna, Jamie Altman, Doolittle Stone, Gary Arthurs, and Mona Dukes.

Other City personnel present:  Steve Dukes, Mayor; Dale Strickland Acting Administrator and Cindy Powell, City Clerk.

Guest present: Dianne Owens, Monica Richardson, and Ted Nettles.

The City Clerk reported that the Weekly Observer was notified of this meeting on Friday, December 17th, 2014.

The agenda was posted at City Hall on Friday, January 29th, 2016. at 4:30 PM.

The agenda packets were delivered to Council by email on Friday, January 29th, 2016.

The agenda was posted at the US Post Office on Friday, January 29th, 2016.

Motion was made by Council Member Arthurs and seconded by Council Member Stone to approve the agenda. Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion was made by Council Member Arthurs and seconded by Council Member Stone to approve the minutes from the January 5th,  Regular Council Meeting and the January 21st, Special 
Meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

APPEARANANCES BEFORE COUNCIL:

Monica Richardson discussed Franchise Fee for the water and sewer departments.  She advised Council to set a strategic plan in place, and to consult an attorney before continuing this process. 

NEW BUSINESS

Motion was made by Council Member Dukes and a seconded by Council Member Arthurs to appoint Cindy Powell as City Clerk and to appoint Acting Administrator Dale Strickland until negotiations could be made with new administrator. Motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Motion was made by Council Member Dukes and seconded by Council Member Hanna to give 1st Reading on Ordinance 2016-2 authorizing a plan to standardize all election dates. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion was made by Council Member Dukes and seconded by Council Member Arthurs to give 1st Reading on Ordinance 2016-3 authorizing an amendment to the Municipal Electric Service Agreement between the City and Duke Energy Progress. Motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Nettles entered the meeting at 7:30 PM

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Mr. Strickland reported on the following:

1. We have received a check from FEMA for $12,500 for reimbursement for the
stand up manholes that were damaged in the flood.

2. We are getting some help from DNR and Bengie Byers to fix the hole at Venter’s
                    Landing. 

3      I received a letter from Jackie Stasney  requesting 10 six foot tables to replace the
           shelves that were taken out of the old library. These tables have been ordered.

4.       Senator Leatherman will host a dinner on February 22 at 6:00 PM at the Johnsonville
          Middle School. I encourage everyone to attend this dinner.

5.       Ben Ziegler has sent a letter to the owner of the building adjacent to City Hall making
          him an offer from the City.

6.      Thankst to Council Member Stone for revising the City Handbook. It has been 
          sent to attorney for review.

7.       We have received about $3,000 per month in Hospitality Tax. Council needs to make 
          long term plans on how to use this money. A handout has been sent to Council 
          explaining what the money can be used for.

8.       We need to decided what we want to do with the old truck from the sewer department
           that is just sitting at the county dump. We need to advertise it for sale and take 
           sealed bids.

9.      We have $4,301.12 in PARD money that we need to spend before May. It will be used
          for Phase II of the Park Project.

10.     The bases at the red light have been replaced and it looks very nice.

11.     We have about 26 vouchers that have not been redeemed. We will send
           letters to these people asking them to use the vouchers or return them by the 
           end of February.  I would like to suggest that the remaining money be given to the
           Red Cross Long Term Disaster Relief.

MAYOR’S REPORT
  
Mayor Dukes reported on the following: 

1.  I met with Senator Leatherman’s Aide and was introduced to Quinton Hawkins who 
will be replacing Robbie Dawkins. He seems to have some good resources that we may be abe to utilize. 

2. I will meet with Florence County Economic Development Partnership tomorrow. We will need to find a grant writer in the near future because Mary Jo has semi retired. 
            
 COMMITTEE REPORTS:

 Council Member Dukes reported on the following:

1. The website continues to be upgraded. If anyone sees anything that needs to be added
 or chaged let me know. I will come and show Cindy and the others how to update the
       website.

2.  As of today we have all of the signatures on the paperwork and according to Shelly Newell we will have a corporation within the week, and we can begin to move forward. 
            
      3.   I attended the MASC for Elected Officials today and it was very informative.

Mayor Dukes proposed that the City sponsor a booth at the Heritage Festival for the Sons of the
Revolution and waive the fees for the booth. 
Council Member Nettles said he didn’t think there would be a problem and would get with Kem
about the booth.

Council Member Arthurs reported on the following:

1. I will call Jody Hardee to see where the Eagle Scouts are with their project.

Council Member Hanna reported on the following:

1. The water project is in a lull right now, the bid advertisement went out this week. Mike
      Hanna has a list of to do projects that are inside the City limits. We need to look at this        
      list and get a plan in place to take care of some of these problems.
  
Motion was made by Council Member Hanna and seconded by Council Member Arthurs to enter into executive session. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion was made by Council Member Arthurs  and seconded by Council Member Stone to enter back into open session. Motion carried unanimously.

Clarification arising from executive session.

Action is ongoing with property acquisition.

Council offered the Administrator position to David Hanks of Graniteville contingent upon him meeting the remainder of City employment requirements.

Motion was made by Council Member Dukes and seconded by Council Member Stone to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.
